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of procuring an amendment to give Congress the disputed
power, they could not obtain a vote of two thirds for the
purpose. What chance then would the minority have?
There are now under discussion here six cardinal ques-
tions involving the powers of Congress under the Consti-
tution. The majorities in Congress go on exercising those
powers notwithstanding the disputes and doubts attached
to each, because it would be gratuitous folly to ask for an
amendment to enable them to do that which they can do
without, knowing too by their slender superiority in num-
bers that they could not even procure a vote of two thirds
initiative of their increase of power. All that the South
asks is a Convention either to declare the powers of Con-
gress, or give them such as are needed, by way of amend-
ment. Debarred by their numerical inferiority from the
regular process of invocation, they propose exercising the
sovereign right of a state to place her Veto upon an un-
constitutional act of Congress so as to annul its operation
within her own limits. For this she is reviled in terms
little suited to the atmosphere of freedom, or the spirit
of a Southerner. What else is she to do1? Put the case of
a single State so isolated in her interests, and so peculiar,
as to make it the game of the rest of the confederacy to
oppress her for their own good. Could she even bring the
amending clause into play, your recipe might avail—but
that is impracticable. She must then resort to argument,
and calm and measured language, because there is "nei-
ther logic nor tact in a threat." Upon even a clear and
indisputable point is it the wont of mankind to forego
power, and sacrifice their interests because it is asked of
them? How much less likely is it for them to do so where
they have a pretext, or indeed may conscientiously be-
lieve that they are in the right? Suppose Congress for the

